
Dear HRMS Parents and Students, 

Itõs hard to believe that we are already 

into the second quarter of the 2009-

2010 school year!  I hope you have 

settled in smoothly and are having a 

great year.  The PTA is off to a great 

start with a very successful Fall 

Fundraiser that will allow us to: 

¶ Provide our students with Cultural 

Arts programs, school dances, & 

academic incentives. 

¶ Treat our staff to lunches through 

our Hospitality Committee. 

¶ Publish our newsletter. 

¶ Provide teacher grants and special 

projects funding. 

It would like to thank Kate Newman, 

VP Fundraising, and all of her 

òcountersó for volunteering their time 

and energy to help this fundraiser 

succeed.  

We cannot accomplish our goals 

without the help of volunteers.  If you 

are interested in volunteering, please 

contact our Volunteer Coordinator, 

Deborah McDiarmid, at 

debmcd9202@aol.com.  

We held our first school dance on 

Friday, October 16, which was a huge 

success!  Thank you to Libby 

Wilhelmson, our VP of Programs, and 

all of the volunteers, chaperones, 

concession workers, etc.  The students 

donated canned goods for a local food 

bank as admission into the dance.  We 

look forward to the next dance, which 

is scheduled for February. 

I hope you were able to attend our first 

PTA General Membership meeting on 

September 22, before the Open House.  

If you were not able to attend, the 

minutes will be available to view on the 

HRMS website.  Briefly, we approved 

the 2009-2010 budget, elected our VP of 

Fundraising, Kate Newman, and 

elected our School Improvement Team 

Representatives, Lori Rutherford and 

Ross Carter. 

Our next General Membership meeting 

will be held on December 15, 2009, 

beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the gym, prior 

to the Band Concert.  I hope you can 

attend! 

Look for information coming home this 

week about our Annual Carolina 

Hurricanes Ticket Sale/Fundraiser.  

This program is sponsored by the 

Carolina Hurricanes and Harris Teeter. 

You get great prices on Hurricanes 

tickets and the PTA receives a portion 

of the sales! 

As always, thank you for your support 

of the HRMS PTA.  Please feel free to 

call or email me with any questions or 

concerns.  

Sincerely,  

Linda Brendel 

President, HRMS PTA 

363-3626 

cbslick@yahoo.com 

Message from our PTA President October / November 2009 

Happenings at the Hive: 
 November 4: Football HRMS @ LRMS 

 November 4: Fall Arts Fundraiser Starts 

 November 5: Report Cards Distributed 

 November 5: Girls Soccer LRMS@HRMS 

 November 5: Volleyball LRMS @ HRMS 

 November 9: Volleyball Playoff Game 

   (at home) 

November 9-10: HRMS Barnes & Noble 

   Book Fair 

 November 10: Football Playoff Game (away) 

 November 11: Veteranõs Day Holiday 

   No School 

 November 12: Girls Soccer Playoff Game 

   (at home) 

 November 13: PTA Reflections Program 

  "Beauty Is....." Due   

 November 17: 6th Grade Band Concert 

 November 25: Teacher Workday 

 November 26: Thanksgiving Holiday 

 November 27: Thanksgiving Holiday 

 December 2: Pastries with Pittman 

 December 2: Early Release Dismissal 

   @ 11:30 a.m. 

 December 7: Basketball LVMS @ HRMS 

 December 7-11: Interim Reports Issued 

 December 10: Basketball WCMS @ HRMS 

 December 11: Drama Performance 

 December 14: Basketball HRMS @ AMS 

 December 15: HRMS Band Concert 

 December 17: Basketball HRMS @ FVMS 

 December 18: Winter Break begins 

Weõre on the Web! 

hollyridgems.wcpss.net 
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Proud Hornet Parents, 

I bring you warm greetings from the 

Holly Ridge Middle School staff!  The 

start to our school year has been quick, 

productive and exciting.  Some quick 

highlights include: 

¶ While grades are still being 

finalized, it appears that out of 

1,225 students, somewhere between 

500-600 will be on the honor roll! 

¶ Over 250 students have perfect 

attendance despite the worst cold 

and flu season any of us have seen 

in some time! 

¶ Students are excited about 

extended options for electives. 

¶ Parents are excited with more 

options than ever before for 

enrichment for our brightest 

students to extend their learning. 

¶ Weõre seeing positive outcomes for 

students resulting from additional 

options for intervention during the 

school day for students who are not 

yet excelling at the level that we 

know they are capable of. 

¶ Two sports teams very much in the 

running for conference 

championships. 

¶ There is true excitement about the 

upcoming December production of 

OZ! 

¶ EVERY student at Holly Ridge 

has been screened to assess their 

present level of reading. 

¶ And many, many more positives 

from the start of our school year. 

During the second quarter, we will 

renew our commitment to ensure that 

every student at HRMS has at least one 

adult that knows them well.  I 

encourage you to ask your student the 

following question, òIs there an adult at 

school that you feel comfortable going 

to if you have a problem?ó  If they can 

answer that question, I encourage you 

to share that with the staff member and 

thank them for their excellent work 

with your child.  It will mean the world 

to them!!  If they do not have an 

answer to that question, please let me 

or their counselor know so that we can 

work together to ensure that your child 

is receiving all of the support possible at 

school.  Counselors will be meeting with 

each of our 1,225 students individually 

during the 2nd quarter to talk with 

them about this topic. 

Please know how much we appreciate 

your support as we work together to 

make this year the best possible 

experience for your students.  If you 

have not already, please take a moment 

to complete the survey linked to the 

main page of the HRMS website to help 

us know how to better serve you and 

the community of Holly Springs. 

 

Go Hornets! 

Brian Pittman, Principal  

bpittman@wcpss.net 

Principal Pittmanõs Points 

First Semester AG Screening 

¶ Twenty-six students were screened 

on standardized aptitude and 

achievement tests. 

¶ Tests have been sent out for 

scoring. 

¶ Scores will be returned to our 

school in late November. 

¶ Scores will be processed by mid-

December. 

¶ Qualifying scores must be at or 

above the 90th percentile. 

¶ Results will be sent to parents 

before winter break. 

¶ Service for qualifying students will 

begin on the first day of second 

semester. 

¶ Parents of qualifying students will 

be sent a Consent for Service letter 

with the results. 

Second Semester 

Nomination Window 

Written nominations for the Second 

Semester AG Screening process will be 

accepted from January 4th until 

January 29th, 2010. 

2009-2010 Differentiated Education 
Plans (DEPs) and Differentiated 

Course Plans (DCPs) 

¶ DEPs and DCPs were distributed 

to all currently identified AG 

students last month. 

¶ Students who qualify to begin 

service in second semester will 

receive DEPs and DCPs by early 

February. 

DUKE Talent Identification 

Program (TIP) 

One hundred Holly 

Ridge Middle 

School seventh 

graders qualified to 

participate in the 30th anniversary of 

the Duke TIP / 7th grade talent search. 

In order to qualify, a student's Reading 

or Math EOG score from 5th or 6th 

grade had to be at or above the 95th 

percentile. Qualifying students are 

invited to take either the SAT or the 

ACT. 

Congratulations to all! 

Mrs. Kathy Putnam 

Academically Gifted Coordinator 

kputnam@wcpss.net 

AG Updates 
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Congratulations to Katrina Bootes, 

Allen Botwick and Daniel Savoy for 

being selected to sing with the North 

Carolina Middle School Honors Chorus.  

There were over 1400 students from all 

over the state of North Carolina to 

audition and only 150 were chosen for 

this prestigious group.  Katrina, Allen 

and Daniel will travel to Winston-

Salem on November 7, 2009 to practice 

with the rest of the Chorus and they 

will present a concert to the North 

Carolina Music Educators Convention 

on Sunday.  

Mrs. Kennedy is very proud of all of 

the students who chose to accept the 

challenge and audition for the Honors 

Chorus.  In addition to Katrina, Daniel 

and Allen, the other HRMS students 

who auditioned were: Talia Rodriguez, 

Hannah Siarto, Kadia King and Mary 

Kate McCann.  Congratulations to all!  

HRMS Chorus 

The Holly Ridge Middle School 

Technology Students Association (TSA) 

Chapter is open to all 7th and 8th grade 

students interested in competing with 

other middle schools in Technology 

Based projects.  Our Chapter's first 

Competition will be Saturday, 

February 6th at Smith Middle School in 

Chapel Hill. We will then compete in 

the DPI State TSA Competitive Events 

Conference in Greensboro, Sunday and 

Monday, March 7th and 8th 

respectively. First place winners at 

Greensboro will compete in Baltimore, 

Maryland the last week of June. 

Holly Ridge Middle School had two 

students compete in the National 

Competition last year in Denver, 

Colorado. Four students competed in 

the Nationals in Orlando, Florida in 

2008, and one student competed in the 

Nationals in Dallas. Texas in 2006. 

Our next Organizational meetings will 

be Friday, November 6th and Friday, 

November 13th. 

Please visit the TSAõs website at 

www.tsaweb.org for the list and 

description of the Middle School 

Competitions. 

Rick Carroll 

Career Development Coordinator 

rcarroll1@wcpss.net 

HRMS TSA Chapter News 

Image Share 

HAVE GREAT SPORTS SHOTS 

YOU'D LIKE TO OFFER FOR 

PUBLICATION IN THE 

YEARBOOK?   Go to the HRMS 

website and follow the link to share 

your pictures!  We'd like to include as 

many as possible in this year's edition 

(ID = 400001005; Password = hornets). 

Be sure to read the terms & conditions 

information online before uploading. 

Buy Your Yearbook Now! 

Buy the 2009-2010 HRMS Yearbook 

for $37.00 + tax.  Order online @ 

www.jostensyearbooks.com  or phone 

your order in at 1-866 282-1516.  Order 

forms will also be mailed home in 

October, November and 

December.  You may elect to split the 

cost into two payments, however, 

Jostens adds $1.50 to the total for this 

option.  Paying only $37.00 and leaving 

out sales tax will incur the additional 

$1.50 fee for splitting a payment. NO 

PAYMENTS ARE ACCEPTED AT 

SCHOOL. 

8th Grade Congrats Ads 

**8th grade parents only!** 

Orders for congratulatory ads at the 

back of the yearbook will be taken 

November 17th from 2:45-5:00 

afterschool and will be accepted via the 

front office any day the rest of the week 

(Nov. 18-19-20).  Ad sizes: 

1/16 of a page:  $25 dollars (fits the 

name, one photo and short sentiment) 

1/8 of a page:  $40 (fits the name, one 

large or two small photos and a short 

sentiment) 

1/4 of a page:  $70 (fits the name, up to 

three photos and a sentiment). 

Research your sentiment... "Best 

wishes" and "We love you" are on 90% 

of the ads!  Make yours stand out by 

quoting a line from a favorite 

book, poem or song, a line of scripture, 

a family motto or just what you always 

say to your child!  Find a great photo, 

scan it at a HIGH resolution, save as a 

jpeg format and bring it with you OR 

email me a 5-megapixel or higher photo 

at jcave@wcpss.net.  Remember to 

have "Yearbook Ad" in the subject line 

and cite the name of the student! 

Jennifer Cave 

Visual Arts Instructor 

Yearbook Adviser 

jcave@wcpss.net 

 

HRMS Yearbook! 
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The 6th grade Falcon team participated 

in the Adopt-A-Bird program from the 

Carolina Raptor Center.  The Falcon 

team donated money and participated 

in fund-raisers.  We officially became 

ôparentsõ of the falcons, Aragorn and 

Jake.  We received a beautiful color 5" 

x 7" photograph of Aragorn and Jake, a 

personal biography explaining how 

both birds came to live at Carolina 

Raptor Center, a parchment certificate 

of adoption, a subscription to Carolina 

Raptor Center's quarterly newsletter 

and two free visitor passes to the 

Carolina Raptor Center.  To learn more 

visit their website at 

www.carolinaraptorcenter.org. 

When reading Jakeõs biography to the 

students, it stated that it is difficult for 

American Kestrels to find appropriate 

nesting sites.  The Carolina Raptor 

Center suggested placing nesting boxes 

in the woods.  The Falcon team is now 

in the process of making a nesting box 

(Kestrel House) which we plan to 

display outside behind the school.  The 

Falcons greatly appreciate Mr. Carroll 

and Mr. Compton for helping to build 

the bird house.  

Adopt-A-Bird 


